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6 February 2017 
 
Dear Graeme, 
 
Financial Assistance for Environmental Purposes (Scotland) Order 2016 
 
Thank you for your letter regarding the above Order, and in particular regarding the 
administration of these grant funding provisions.  
 
Scotland’s River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs) identified that in over 360 water bodies 
fish are prevented from accessing significant areas of habitat in the upper reaches of rivers 
due to the existence of impassable weirs and dams. While it is the normally the responsibility 
of operators/owners to ensure adequate fish passage is provided at weirs and dams 
currently in use, requiring fish passage to be retro-fitted at disused or abandoned weirs 
raises affordability considerations.  
 
Although the powers in the Order are broadly framed to allow funding to be made to any 
appropriate person or body delivering the objectives of the RBMPs, in this RBMP period 
(2015-21) our intention is to utilise these powers to target the provision of fish passage at 
large barriers on major river systems. Removing these barriers and/or installing fish passes 
will improve salmon and trout access to many kilometres of valuable habitat in the upper 
reaches of catchments, which in turn can bring important economic benefits to local 
communities. 
 
Many of the most significant disused barriers are owned by local authorities. SEPA has 
identified 17 priority barriers owned or part-owned by 8 local authorities. Local authority 
owners have limited funding available for such matters. We intend to offer a contribution to 
relevant local authorities as a one-off “pump-priming” grant to ensure the work is expedited.  
 
As the numbers are so low, my officials will administer these grants by issuing an offer of 
grant to relevant local authorities, subject to standard Scottish Government terms and 
conditions.  
 
 



  
 

If, over the longer term we wish to broaden the range of recipients with a view to supporting 
the delivery other RBMP priorities, the resourcing and administration of these grants will be 
reviewed as necessary at the appropriate time. 
 
 
                              Yours, 

                                   
 
                                         ROSEANNA CUNNINGHAM 

 


